COLUMBIA OHIO EXPANSION MIGRATORY BIRD ACCOUNT

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
APPLICANT INSTRUCTIONS

Background

The Conservation Fund established the Columbia Ohio Expansion Migratory Bird Account (COE Account) as part of a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) to receive monies to conserve and restore migratory bird habitat in Ohio.  Money deposited in the Columbia Ohio Expansion is a result of an agreement entitled “Guidelines for Achieving Compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Executive Order No. 13186 Through the Voluntary Compensation Measures” developed by Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC (Columbia) and the Service associated with the construction, maintenance and operation of the Ohio Storage Expansion Project in Fairfield, Hocking, Ashland and Holmes Counties, Ohio (the “Project”).  These funds are non-Federal funds and can be used as matching funds for Federal funds.
Riparian corridors are considered important habitat for many migrating land birds.  Given the current pressures of climate change, the management of north/south riparian corridors are likely to provide transitional habitat as species ranges are shifting northward.  Therefore, the priority for the COE Account will be the conservation of forest habitat that benefits migratory birds and for restoration of gaps in forest habitat blocks and riparian corridors. The conservation and restoration projects should target forest dwelling avian species impacted by the Project described above, including the Cerulean Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Wood Thrush, Black-billed Cuckoo, Whip-poor-will and Red-headed Woodpecker when these species are found in the vicinity.  The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Regional Office has developed guidelines on the use of the COE Account Funds in collaboration with a State Technical Team and with input from the Columbia Ohio Storage representative.
The State Technical Team in Ohio was established to determine proposal criteria, review proposals and determine which proposals will be funded with approximately $623,700.  The state technical team consists of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, the Ohio Field Office of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Division of Migratory Bird Management and The Conservation Fund.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Region III’s Regional Team will serve as project oversight.  The call for proposals will be to these agencies, conservation nonprofit organizations and land trusts.  The State Technical Team reserves the right to ask for additional proposals if there are not sufficient high quality proposals in this request for proposals.
Projects Eligible for Funding

The COE Account will be used to fund one (1) eligible land acquisition and/or restoration project in Fairfield, Hocking, Ashland and Holmes Counties, Ohio. An acquisition project shall be defined as the fee or easement purchase of one or multiple preferably contiguous parcels of land under one common ownership, and not the acquisition of multiple parcels of land or easements owned by different parties.  Eligible projects may be either bottomland or upland bird habitat or restoration projects and must satisfy the following criteria:

- Documented proof that the proposed land acquisition or restoration project will target forest dwelling avian species impacted by the Expansion including the Cerulean Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Wood Thrush, Black-billed Cuckoo, Whip-poor-will and Red-headed Woodpecker. 

- Confirm that the proposed project will be targeted for completion by December 31, 2012 for land acquisition and for restoration. Projects may involve land acquisition in fee, acquisition of a perpetual conservation easement, or restoration of forest gaps or riparian corridor gaps on applicant owned properties

- Any proposed acquisition and conservation easement property must be free of debris or environmental contaminants. 

- Fee title to land or a conservation easement may be acquired by a governmental agency or non profit. 

- Fee title to land or conservation easement must be acquired after the grant agreement has been signed.
- Any proposed land acquisition or conservation easement must include all mineral and timber rights.
- Applicants are encouraged to propose projects with greater than a one-to-one match from other sources of funding. 
- Any proposed land acquisition project must have clear title, a completed (clean) environmental review, current appraisal, contract and survey 

- Except under rare circumstances, only a proposed project that is under contract as of the grant application date will be considered.
Project Costs Eligible for Funding

The COE Account may only be used to cover the direct cost of land and/or forest habitat restoration. The Service wants to obtain the most habitat protection or restoration possible and as a result there is a preference that acquisition costs (such as closing costs, title search fees, survey costs, etc.) are paid by another agency or partner.  No staff time or organizational overhead costs may be paid for by the COE Account.

Deed Restrictions

Any project funded with COE Funds shall have deed restrictions placed on the project as part of the grant disbursement process.  These deed restrictions are set forth on the template Notice of Grant Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A of the Grant Agreement.  If fee interest in property is not being acquired as part of a funded project, then the fee simple owner of the land being eased or restored will be required to join in execution of the Notice of Grant Agreement.
Contacts
Applicants may contact either Mary Knapp at 614-416-8993 x 12 (Mary_Knapp@fws.gov) or Peg Kohring at 616-510-1221 (pkohring@conservationfund.org) to discuss their application.
Application Submittal

Applications are due on June 3, 2011.  Please use the attached form to apply and submit electronically in either Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF, along with a project budget, a regional location map, aerial photo, topographic map, and photographs (if available) of the specific project area and send to:
Peg Kohring

pkohring@conservationfund.org 
Midwest Director

The Conservation Fund

PO Box 506

Sawyer, MI 49125

Project Selection Process

The Ohio Technical Team and Regional Oversight Team will review proposals to determine how well the objectives of the COE Account will be met, including all of the eligibility factors described previously. Upon receipt of approval from the Ohio Technical Team and the Regional Oversight Team, The Conservation Fund will develop a grant agreement to be signed by successful applicant agency or organization awarded the funds. A draft grant agreement is attached to this Call for Proposals. Non-profit organizational applicants must provide a current financial report and audit.
The following criteria will also be considered:
· the number of total acres conserved, 
· the number of total acres of interior forest conserved, 
· the description of specific species to be protected and/or how restoration will impact the species (please include species census data or other useful data, 
· how the project addresses fragmentation, 
· miles of riparian corridor protected, 
· the likelihood of successful completion of the land acquisition or restoration project ,
the number of partners involved in the project and the track record of partners.
Call for Proposals

Columbia Ohio Expansion Migratory Bird Account
Date:      
Agency or non profit:      
Contact individual:      
Address:             

Phone number:      
E-mail:      
Project Name:      
Funding request: 
Funds requested:      
Project Boundary Map: Attach regional location map along with a site aerial or topo map of specific project area
Site Photos: attach 2-3 if available at this time. 

Transaction Summary:  Describe the proposed land transaction-fee, conservation easement and/or restoration and the specific steps that need to happen to complete this project with a timetable.

Property Summary: 

· Expected date of project completion       

· State ___, County       
· Section      , Township     ,Range     
· Proposed acres protected or restored with COE funds:                                                   protected   _____ restored
· Total acres in existing project area _____
· List specific migratory bird(s) benefited by proposed project:      
· Describe the status of the land negotiation for any proposed fee or conservation easement acquisition:
· Is the property under contract? ___Yes ____No 
· Has a environmental audit been completed for the property ___Yes ___No
· Is a title report completed?   ____Yes   ____No
· If the project is a restoration, describe the projected date of the [is this date for completing or starting?] restoration and the status of the plans:      
· Describe the status of any mineral and timber rights on the property not held by the landowner
Conservation and Wildlife Values
1. How will this project advance the goals of the COE Account?

· What is being protected and why is it important?     
· Describe specific birds to be protected and how this property or restoration protects their habitat      
· How does this project link with other conservation areas?     
· What is the project’s urgency and readiness, including the nature of the threat and the timeliness for prompt and effective action:      
· Does your agency or land trust plan to hold the property long term?      
Project Funding

2. Describe other financial and political support for the project:
· List matching public and private dollars (sources and amounts)      
· Who are the other partners in the project and what are their roles?      
·    Does the project leverage new public and or private conservation investment?  Yes ----- No___ If Yes, describe how       
· Describe any in-kind assistance for restoration and acquisition projects. _____
3. Discuss any innovative, unique or creative components of the transaction: 

· What is the long-term ownership plan?      
· Indicate how the proposed transaction may serve as a model, or help build stronger resources and capacity for conservation:      
· Describe how this project fits in with your landscape scale habitat restoration. ____
Long-term stewardship

4. Describe how long-term stewardship will be assured: 

· Which agency or non-profit will manage the land?      
· What will the restoration or management plan entail?      
· What will be the source of future management funding?      
EXAMPLE BUDGET – Total Project Budget should equal Total Project Income. Please itemize requested COE funds.

	Project Budget 
	Total  Project Income 

	Item
	Amt.
	Source
	Amt

	Land Acquisition (total cost - FMV) 
	
	Donated land value
	

	Appraisal
	
	Public grants (list)
	

	Title insurance /abstract
	
	Foundations/corporations (list)
	

	Boundary survey
	
	
	

	Recording fees
	
	
	

	Real estate taxes
	
	Individuals donors (list)
	

	Environmental assessment 
	
	
	

	Legal
	
	
	

	Other (list)
	
	In-kind donation (list)
	

	
	
	
	

	Sub Total
	
	COE Funding requested (Please list)
	

	Restoration costs
	
	      Land Acquisition
	

	- Land preparation
	
	     
	

	- Tree purchase
	
	
	

	- Planting costs
	
	
	

	- Land management plan development
	
	      Restoration
	

	- Other (list)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sub Total
	
	
	

	Other (as necessary and appropriate for transaction completion - list)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Project  Budget
	
	Total Project Income
	


Match:  ______________
Columbia Ohio Expansion Migratory Bird Account


